Educators Explore Plain Green 13 Syllabus

Rationale:
Career, college and life readiness requires an understanding of local and global issues and the ability to these issues.  One such issue is sustainability or how do we meet our needs today in such a way that we do not compromise future generations’ ability to do the same?
The Plain Green conference brings together international, national and local thought leaders about sustainability to disseminate, cross pollinate, and investigate ideas pertaining to sustainability.  Educators should avail themselves of this opportunity to be aware of new trends, information and research in order to better support their teaching.
While educators need exposure to what is new and innovative, they also need to reflect how that pertains what is tried and true.
This professional development opportunity will allow educators the time and space to attend the Plain Green conference and then extend the impact of that conference to their classroom by reviewing two lessons from the Green Education Foundation Sustainability Lesson Clearinghouse in light of what they experienced.
Objectives:
Participants will:
· Increase in understanding about sustainability issues, challenges and solutions presented at the Plain Green 13 Conference through reflection and journaling.
· Develop their capacity to teach about sustainability through reflective review of lessons.
Resources: 
Plain Green Conference. (www.plaingreen.org) 
Green Education Foundation Sustainability Lesson Clearinghouse.
http://www.greeneducationfoundation.org/institute/lesson-clearinghouse
Agenda:
	Friday September 13
	

	8AM – 4PM
	Plain Green Conference w/ working lunch.  See attached schedule.

	4PM – 5PM
	Teacher gathering, debrief and review.

	Contact Hours: 9
	

	Sept 13 – Oct 31
	Select and review two lessons from the Green Education Foundation.  Reviews will be posted online at the www.sd-discovery.org/pg13

	Contact Hours: 5
	

	Nov 1 – Nov 15
	Respond to someone else’s review.

	Contact Hours: 2
	





Assignment:
Journal.
Participants will keep a journal on the conference.  The journal will follow this format:
Part 1. Expectations.  Prompt: What do I want to get out of the conference?
Part 2. A short summary of each session attended. The summary includes:
a. Speaker
b. Name of Presentation
c. Summary of speaker’s message
d. “Shockers and/or Blockers”.  Prompt: Shockers are these are those aspects of the presentation you found interesting or exciting, want more information about, agreed with, gave you more information about a topic, felt positively challenged by.  Blockers are those aspects of the presentation you  disagreed with, didn’t understand, raised questions you don’t think the speaker addressed, found offensive or inaccurate.
Part 3. A wrap up of the conference.  Prompt: Did the conference meet your expectations?  What happened that you weren’t expecting? What didn’t happen that you wish had?  Did any themes or recurring topics suggest themselves? What are you “taking home”?
The journal can be paper or electronic.
Activity Review
1. Review two activities from the Center for Green Schools Sustainability Lesson Clearinghouse.  http://www.greeneducationfoundation.org/institute/lesson-clearinghouse.html.

Prompt: Consider content accuracy, pedagogy, application to standards including Common Core, quality of assessments, materials, feasibility and expression of something gleaned from the Plain Green conference.  If possible, do at least one of the activities in your classroom and include a summary of the actual execution.

Email these reviews to the instructor or post them on www.sd-discovery.org/pg13.  The email should include:
Name of activity
Link
Your review

2. Comment upon one review.
Evaluation:
	To demonstrate
	Participants will
	Requirements to pass:

	Understanding about sustainability issues, challenges and solutions presented at the Plain Green 13 Conference
	Keep a journal of their participation at Plain Green.
Section 1: Expectations 
Section 2: A summary and response to each speaker.
Section 3: Wrap up.
	· Journal is complete with all the required sections.
· Comments demonstrate understanding, application and analysis of sustainability.


	Development of capacity to teach about sustainability
	Review two lessons from the Green Education Foundation Sustanability Lesson Clearinghouse. Reviews will be posted to www.sd-discovery.org/pg13
	· Two lessons have been reviewed
· Reviews are thoughtful and thorough.

	Development of capacity to teach about sustainability
	Comment upon another review
	·  One comment is posted.
· The comment contributes to the conversation as it asks a question, provides new information or personal experience, makes a connection to the conference or other sustainability resource. 
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